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Educate About Responsibilities 
 

• Inform parents who defer vaccination of their responsibilities to protect other 
family and community members, including people who may be 
immunocompromised.   

• Parents also should be advised of state school or child-care entry laws, which 
might require that unimmunized children stay home from school during outbreaks 
of vaccine-preventable diseases.    

 
Explore Acceptable Options 
 

• Explore whether the parent is willing to allow the child to receive certain vaccines, 
to be immunized on an alternative schedule or delay vaccination and "catch-up" if 
the parent changes his/her mind.  

 
Keep Communication Open  
 

• Keep the lines of communication open with parents who choose to defer or who 
refuse vaccination by expressing your desire to talk more about vaccines during 
future visits.   

• Periodically assess the parent's willingness to vaccinate their child, including at 
every well child visit.  And document any refusal to vaccinate in the medical 
record.    

 
 

 
 
More Information 
 
Your state and local health department can provide you with information and resources 
regarding immunization.  Also visit the CDC website for the most current information on 
immunization, tools to help educate parents, Vaccine Information Statements and more at 
www.cdc.gov/nip.  You may also contact or refer patients to the CDC Immunization Hotline 
(800) 232-2522 (English),  (800) 232-0233 (Spanish). 
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